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When fmanga artist Osamu Tezuka (1928—1989)7was a young boy, his
mother read manga comic books to him. Back then, such parental activity
was not as common as it is today. But more to the point, Tezuka’s mother
had a real talent for making every session truly enjoyéble. She could
“yoice” different characters convincingly, with great skill and humor.
Tezuka recalled in his aﬁtbbio graphy how he was totally drawn 1nto every
story his mother told. He would be all ears, filled with excit.ementl
anticipation, dread, or even be moved to tears. There is no question this
experience developed his talent and enabled him to blossom mto one of
J épan’s most famous manga artists.

A theory, which has become a subject of great interest, suggests that
- preschool* education can influence children all the way into adulthood.
One of the foremost experts in this field is U.S. economist James
Heckman, professor at the University of Chicago. In his book “Giving
Kids a Tair Chance,” Heckmaﬁ Wrifes about the results of a study in
which young children from low-income households were chosen for free
education. At age 40, these chosen children had higher levels of education
and income and a lower percéntage of being on welfare* than people of
similar ecbnomic backgrounds who had not been chosen for this study.

Heckman regrets that even though Americans desire equal
opportunities, they live in a society where the situation at birth heavily

influences the fate of each individual. Not every child receives




intellectual stimulation from their parents. Therefore, Heckman argues,
public early childhood education is needed to reduce this inequality.

To-some extent, this is an issue for Japan, too. Wealthy parents can
spend money on their children to help them develop special gifts. But if it
is. possible to reduce social difference with preschool education, what
Heckman proposes is well worth considering.

Heckman explains that early childhood education should focus not
only on academic performance, but also on emotional abilitics such as
endurance, carefulness and motivation. Come to think of it, he may well
be proposing the present-day version of the old saying, “What is learned
in the cradle* is cairied to the grave.”

(Adapted from “Vox Populi: Rock the cradle with education to avoid
later social disparity”, The Asahi Shimbun, 2017, June 14)
fe preschool  BZERID
ron welfare  ATERERTIT D

*cradle =l e



